
These rules will apply to OCONUS, CONUS, and marine products.  The rules are listed below.

There are four main issues concerning zone/county names as follows: 

1 - allowable characters within zone/county names; 
2 - allowable characters to separate zone/county names; 
3 - characters allowed to be placed at the end of a line of zone/county names;  
4 - zone/county names that are greater than 69 characters.

1 - Allowable characters within zone/county names

The solidus, period, plus sign, and blank space are the only characters (in addition to letters and
numbers) allowed within a zone/county name.   Special characters not allowable within a
zone/county name include: ellipses, commas, apostrophes, parentheses, and dashes.  Any dash
(i.e., hyphen) which is part of the legal zone/county name must be substituted by either a solidus
“/” or a plus sign “+”.  Until WMO Manual 386 is updated to include the apostrophe, substitute
any apostrophe in zone and county names with the solidus.

2 - Allowable characters  to separate zone/county names  

Zone/county names will be separated by a dash and not a “space, dash, space”.

3 - Characters allowed to be placed at the end of a line of zone/county names 

A line of zone/county names will be broken at a dash, solidus, blank (i.e., white space).  White
space is defined at the following address:

http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=whitespace

A dash will be placed at the end of  the final zone/county name in the list.

4 - Zone/county names that are greater than 69 characters.

As a final safety measure to prevent software failure, a carriage return will be forced at the
nearest space or solidus before reaching the 69th character on the line.

A similar set of rules will apply for lists of cities as follows: 

We addressed four main issues concerning city names as follows: 

1 - allowable characters within city names; 
2 - allowable characters to separate city names; 
3 - characters allowed to be placed at the end of a line of city names;  
4 - city names that are greater than 69 characters.



1 - Allowable characters within city names

The solidus, period, plus sign, blank space, and dash (i.e., hyphen) are the only characters (in
addition to letters and numbers) allowed within a city name.   Special characters not allowable
within a city name include: ellipses, commas, apostrophes, and parentheses.  Dashes may only be
used when they are part of the legal city names.    Until WMO Manual 386 is updated to include
the apostrophe, substitute any apostrophe in city names with the solidus.

2 - Allowable characters  to separate city names  

City names will be separated by an ellipse

3 - Characters allowed to be placed at the end of a line of city names 

A line of city names will be broken at an ellipse, or a blank (i.e., white space).

4 - City names that are greater than 69 characters.

As a final safety measure to prevent software failure, a carriage return will be forced at the
nearest space or solidus before reaching the 69th character on the line.
 


